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Badminton England chief executive Adrian 

Christy steps down after 15 years 
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Badminton has struggled to keep its UK sport funding 

Badminton England's chief executive Adrian Christy is stepping down after 15 years. 

Christy has held the role since 2006 and has helped grow the sport in England, including through the 

difficulties of the global pandemic. 

"Stepping down from a role I have loved for so long, is something I have been dreading, but as time 

went on I knew it was becoming more inevitable," he said. 

He leaves having secured investment for the Paris 2024 Olympic cycle. 

"Having protected Badminton England during the pandemic and successfully steered it through the most 

significant challenges caused by it, seen the World Class Programmes through the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 

and Paralympic Games, the time has arrived to step aside," added Christy. 
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• Tokyo 2020: Olympic funding reprieve for badminton and archery 
• Coronavirus-hit sports to benefit from £300m emergency funding rescue package 

During his tenure, Chris Langridge and Marcus Ellis won bronze at the 2016 Rio Olympics, while five 

golds, eight silvers and seven bronze medals were claimed at the Commonwealth Games since 2006. 
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Gabby and Chris Adcock last competed in December. 

England's double Commonwealth and European champions Chris and Gabby 
Adcock have announced their retirement from badminton. 

The married couple have competed on badminton's World Tour together since 2013, 
and represented Britain together at the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio. 

As a mixed doubles duo they won Commonwealth gold in 2014 and 2018, and 
European titles in 2017 and 2018. 

Gabby, 30, said: "I'm extremely proud of what we have achieved." 

"Badminton has given both Gabby and myself so much," added Chris, 31. 

They were also the first English players to win the BWF World Tour Finals in Dubai in 
2015, and claimed World Championships bronze in 2017. 

Chris had already taken silver in the World Championships with previous doubles 
partner Imogen Bankier in 2011. 

The pair's final professional competitive match was at the 2021 European Mixed Team 
Championships qualifiers in December. 
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Gabby then suffered with Covid and was forced to pull out of this year's All England 
event. 

"This is a very sad day for the world of badminton, for Badminton England and Team 
GB," said Badminton England chief executive Adrian Christy. 
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