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Tennis players and their fans have an 

obsession with towels 

By Y! | Yahoo Newsroom – Wed, Jun 29, 2016 10:27 AM SGT 

Novak Djokovic is given a towel during his final match against Andy Murray, at the Italian Open tennis 

tournament, … 

 

REPORTING FROM WIMBLEDON 

By Ros Satar 

It is perhaps one of the best souvenirs you can nab when you go to a tournament, especially a 

Grand Slam – whether you’re staff, player or fan – the tournament branded towel. 
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For example, at the London World Tour Finals – they are monogrammed. For a long while, the 

Wimbledon towels were only the established colours of purple and green before they started to 

have men’s and ladies towels. 

Fans mark their own fan Grand Slam with towels from the four majors as a badge of honour. 

And apparently these towels are a big deal for players too. 

Marin Cilic, the 2014 US Open champion, gives his away to people around him. 

“Obviously it has a big value, but I don't consider it something more different than the other 

Slams. I am giving most of mine to people around me. 

“It's obviously a very nice souvenir.  And it's a great thing to have as to remember the 

Wimbledon from that year,” said the Croatian. 

Serbia's Novak Djokovic sits in his chair with a towel over his head during his final match against 

Britain's … 

And then then there is the pressure to deliver the treasured towels, according to former French 

Open champion Ana Ivanovic, and also defending champion Novak Djokovic. 

Ivanovic said, “You would be surprised how many messages we get from back home, if we 

could bring back one. So it's a very cherished possession. 



“I know lot of players who actually save them. I save quite a lot.” 

However with all that travelling and in between homes she was none the wiser about how many 

towels she had accumulated. “Since I don't really have a home, I don't know,” she laughs.  

With Djokovic, there is an exact science when it comes to preparing for an onslaught on the 

towels of the world’s tournaments. 

“I, at least, kind of plan in advance half of the bag or entire new bag for space for the towels that 

I take from Wimbledon.  Funny that you ask, but there [are] plenty of requests each year for 

Wimbledon towels particularly,” he said. 

“I try to sneak in an extra towel here and there during the match, using the excuse that it's too 

warm and I'm sweating.  Actually I just put an extra towel in the bag.  I'm sure the All England 

Club Committee will forgive me for that extra towel per match. 

“But it makes a lot of people happy back in my country, the ones that are close to me.  It's a great 

memorabilia.  I have plenty of towels from Grand Slams at home as well.  But I also give away a 

lot.” 

He continued, “For a second or two, I'm able to lose myself in a towel if I need some 

concentration.  The size of the towel is perfect for that.  Just cover your head.” 



Andy Murray of Britain throws his towel to the fans after defeating Stephane Robert of France in their 

men's … 

Of course when you have been around as long as Venus Williams (and we mean that in the nicest 

way), then you pick up quite a collection. 

She told the press, “I've got a lot at home.  Got some since '97.  Got some men's towels, 

too.  You can do a barter program, trade 'em up."  

But even if you have been on the tour for a comparatively short time, like American Madison 

Keys – you have to be cruel to be kind. 

She told the media, “I don't know what about the towels makes everyone so crazy about them, 

but I am constantly getting text messages, Can you grab me a towel from like every city? 

“For the most part, you can bring some, but I have had people who wanted me to bring a towel 

from each week for like a six-week trip.  

“I'm like, I can't pack 75 towels and take them home.  It's not gonna happen.  You can pick one 

tournament.  I'll bring you one towel.” 



All praise the humble towel! 
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The biggest tantrums at Wimbledon so far 
By Ros Satar, reporting from Wimbledon | Yahoo Newsroom – Mon, Jul 4, 2016 3:35 PM SGT 

 

 

 

Associated Press/Ben Curtis - Serena Williams of the U.S smashes her racket after losing her first set to Christina McHale of 

the U.S during their women's singles match on day five of the Wimbledon Tennis …more  

We know it’s a Grand Slam - it’s kind of a big deal, but some of the meltdowns and tantrums we’ve 

seen in the first week have been pretty epic.  

Exhibit A - Viktor Troicki flies off the handle big time at match point - there was a LOT of yelling: 

Then we have Exhibit B - never one to avoid a confrontation, the newlywed Fabio Fognini and 

Feliciano Lopex. 

Lopez first had words with Fognini’s coach, and then took up his grievances with Fognini himself.  

Colourful.  
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#Lopez pic.twitter.com/bKt6QFGkMx 

— doublefault28 (@doublefault28) July 1, 2016 

#Lopez #Fognini pic.twitter.com/YwW9hb9Be4 

— doublefault28 (@doublefault28) July 1, 2016 

Over in Exhibit C, it's Serena and her racquet 

 

Frustrated with her performance on Friday against American Christina McHale, Williams punished 

her racquet.  

She was asked about it in her press conference, where she said, “I was just really, really, really angry. 

I had a lot of chances.  She got really lucky on some shots.  She just was playing great.  I was a little 

disappointed in myself at that point.” 

For the outburst, Williams received a $10,000 fine. One fan even got to keep the abused racquet after 

Williams won her match. We’d say that’s really, really, really lucky.  

Exhibit D - D is for Del Potro. After his landmark win over Stan Wawrinka,  the Argentine got into a 

heated debate after a disputed call with high flying French star Lucas Pouille with poor hapless 

Fergus Murphy in the umpire’s chair 

Some hormones flying around here. Delpo to Pouille 'shut up'.pic.twitter.com/TmpqRERMo6 

— Stroppa Del (@stroppadel) July 2, 2016 

Of course if you want real crankiness, you should see all the tennis fans’ faces every time the rain 

clouds appear. Thanks to rainy weather, organisers announced there would be play on Middle 

Sunday, a traditional day off for the tournament. The last time there was play on Middle Sunday was 

a good 12 years ago. 

Here’s hoping that in this week leading up to the finals that the rain, and tempers, will be kept in 

check.   
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Playing well at Wimbledon may 

have upset this tennis player’s 

wedding plans 

 

Picture the scene - you have met (and presumably fallen head over heels with) the love of 
your life. You decide to get married and you fancy a bit of a summer wedding. You pick a 
date that works. It also happens to be the day of the Wimbledon final. 

Then, this happens: 
POME! 
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First grass court title for 
Dominika @Cibulkova! #AegonInternational https://t.co/US4Bnd6Qlo 
— WTA (@WTA) June 25, 2016 

You pick up your first ever grass court title in the tournament just before Wimbledon. You 
rock up at Wimbledon, and you blast through three rounds without dropping a set 

Then you face a former Wimbledon finalist who you beat on your way to the title above, and 
you dish up another epic three-setter which was actually arguably the best match of the 
tournament so far.  
“I was really crying, it was emotional” 
 
What it means to reach the #Wimbledon quarter-final, 
featuring@Cibulkovahttps://t.co/FonJyFtYOn 
— Wimbledon (@Wimbledon) July 4, 2016 

So, what do you do about your wedding? 

Former Aussie Open finalist and all-around pocket rocket Dominika Cibulkova is not worried 
though, and here’s what she had to say about reaching the quarter-finals for just the second 
time on the grass: 

“I never saw myself as such a great grass court player, but winning Eastbourne and now, 
being in a quarterfinals I would change my mind. We can postpone it (the wedding).  But I’m 
still here and I’m playing my match tomorrow.  So I have to get really good rest today. 

“If I would win tomorrow, then we will change it.  Then we will postpone it because it will be 
a lot of rush. It’s still really, really far, you know. 

“After I did it, I was really crying.  It was so emotional because it was just -- I was physically, 
like I felt, you know, I cannot move anymore, you know. I can’t describe how tough was it 
today. 

“If we would really have to postpone it, then it will be like dream come true, you know, 
because nothing better could happen to me, you know, to me in my tennis career.  It’s no 
problem to postpone a wedding one week after, and it will be even more enjoyable.” 

No problem? Okay. We hope the Slovak has someone to help send out the updated 
invitations, call the caterers and venue to postpone, and make sure all the guests flying in 
can change their travel plans. 

Still - the Wimbledon trophy dish would make a nice wedding table decoration though, right? 
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